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The Others Association, a non-profit organisation officially recognised by the Piedmont
Region, promotes and organises events dedicated to contemporary art, with a particular focus on
emerging art and independent practices. Its main activity is The Others Art Fair, an event
distinguished by its curatorial and experimental approach, as well as by its ability to bring together
galleries, project spaces, collectives, artist residencies, and non-profit organisations from Italy and
abroad.

Founded in 2011 by Roberto Casiraghi and Paola Rampini, The Others was established with
the aim of giving visibility to small, emerging organisations. It has since become an important point
of reference for new artistic voices and some of the most dynamic trends in contemporary art, many
of which struggle to find a place within the traditional art fair circuit. Since 2019, the fair has been
under the artistic direction of Lorenzo Bruni, who has guided the project towards a reflection that
brings different models for producing, presenting, and experiencing contemporary art into dialogue.
One of the fair's defining features is its nomadic character: each edition takes place in a different
location across the city, temporarily transforming it into a space for artistic and cultural
experimentation.

After two editions hosted in the premises of the United Nations' International Labour
Organization (ILO), The Others 2026 marks a new stage in its development. This edition will take
place in a covered car park opposite Fondazione Merz and just a short walk from Fondazione
Sandretto Re Rebaudengo. The choice of venue has inspired the theme of this year's edition,
Temporary Stop, which reimagines a space dedicated to transit as a temporary place for encounter,
research, and cultural production.

INTERNATIONAL OPEN CALL FOR LARGE-SCALE WORKS

The Others Art Fair launches EXPANDED GROUNDS, a new international open call
dedicated to large-scale installations, environmental interventions, large-format paintings,
sculptures, spatial interventions, and multidisciplinary projects capable of transforming the
exhibition space both perceptually and conceptually.

The initiative stems from a desire to give greater visibility to a type of artistic research that
rarely finds a place within contemporary art fairs. Large-scale installations and environmental



works are often confined to special sections such as Art Basel Unlimited, where the focus is
primarily on established artists represented by major international galleries. What is still missing is
a context dedicated to emerging and mid-career practices that treat scale, the relationship with
architecture, and the environmental dimension as central elements of their work. EXPANDED
GROUNDS was conceived precisely to offer these practices greater visibility. At the same time, it
seeks to strengthen a tradition that has made Turin one of Italy's leading centres for dialogue
between art, public space, installation practices, and environmental experimentation, thanks to the
work carried out over the years by the city's institutions, foundations, associations, and independent
initiatives.

"The call also aims to strengthen Turin's role as a place for international dialogue on
contemporary environmental and installation practices. It does so by engaging with the work
carried out over the years by institutions such as Fondazione Merz, Fondazione Sandretto Re
Rebaudengo, Luci d'Artista, and PAV, as well as by the many organisations that have helped make
the city one of Italy's leading centres for exploring the relationship between art, public space, and
experimentation”, as Lorenzo Bruni points out.

THEMES OF THE OPEN CALL

EXPANDED GROUNDS was not conceived simply as a way of placing large-scale works
within an art fair. Its aim is to temporarily transform an urban infrastructure into a shared
environment in which art, architecture, and the public can redefine their relationship to one another.

In recent years, the art world has been profoundly shaped by the rise of digital platforms,
communication through social media, and the growing centrality of images viewed on screens.
While this transformation has expanded the circulation of artworks, it has also encouraged
increasingly rapid ways of experiencing them.

As Artistic Director Lorenzo Bruni observes: "We live in a time when much of our
experience of art takes place through the screen of a smartphone. The constant flow of images and
news on social media tends to favour works that are immediately recognisable, visually striking,
and able to capture attention within a matter of seconds. Yet this condition also risks reducing the
complexity of the artistic experience to little more than a visual surface. EXPANDED GROUNDS
grew out of a desire to bring the physical encounter with the artwork back to the centre of the
experience. A car park is, above all, a space that people move through. The selected works will
therefore be asked not simply to occupy the space, but to change the way it is perceived, creating
new forms of orientation, experience, and relationships between the body, architecture, and the
public.”

The open call invites proposals that engage with the ideas of movement through space,
presence, temporary permanence, scale, the urban landscape, infrastructure, community, waiting,
and the transformation of public space. Rather than producing images to be looked at, the selected
works are expected to create experiences to be moved through.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
The themes explored by this open call form part of a broader debate on the relationship
between the body, space, the city, and the construction of contemporary experience. Among the



references that have helped shape this reflection, the curatorial board wishes to highlight a few in
particular.

For Michel de Certeau, walking through urban space is a way of continuously producing
new forms of knowledge and new narratives of place (The Practice of Everyday Life, 1980). For
Rebecca Solnit, every act of orientation is also an act of imagination and meaning-making
(Wanderlust: A History of Walking, 2000). For Jane Jacobs, the quality of a city depends on its
ability to generate unexpected relationships between people, places, and communities (7he Death
and Life of Great American Cities, 1961). For Miwon Kwon, the contemporary understanding of
site-specificity no longer coincides with a fixed location, but with a network of social, cultural, and
symbolic relationships (One Place After Another: Site-Specific Art and Locational Identity, 2002).

Rather than illustrating these references directly, the selected works are invited to engage
with the questions they raise. In doing so, they will contribute to the creation of a temporary
geography that redefines the relationship between art, architecture, and public space within the
context of the fair.

ELIGIBILITY

The open call is addressed to Italian and international organisations, including galleries,
kunsthallen, foundations, cultural associations, artist residencies, contemporary art centres,
non-profit organisations, and independent spaces engaged in the development of installation-based,
environmental, and multidisciplinary practices.

The call is also open to galleries, independent spaces, and organisations that have already
applied to participate in the 2026 edition of The Others Art Fair.
Applications submitted by individual artists are not eligible.

SELECTION AND JURY

Applications will be evaluated by a jury composed of curators, directors of cultural
institutions, arts professionals, and representatives of some of the main artistic organisations in
Turin involved in the project. The full composition of the jury will be announced at a later date.

The selection will take into account the artistic and conceptual quality of the proposals, their
ability to engage with the theme of the open call and the specific context of the event, the visual and
conceptual impact of the intervention, and its feasibility in relation to the characteristics of the
exhibition space.

ELIGIBLE WORKS

Eligible submissions include environmental installations, large-scale sculptures, expanded
painting interventions, temporary architectural devices, sound works, light-based interventions,
participatory practices, and projects that combine different artistic languages.

Particular attention will be given to works capable of activating the parking space as a
collective experience, engaging with the infrastructural and temporary nature of the site, and

contributing in a significant way to the visual and conceptual identity of the 2026 edition of The
Others Art Fair.



HOW TO APPLY
Applications, including the completed application form and all required documentation,
must be sent no later than 12:00 (noon) on Friday, 25 September 2026, to the following email

address: application@theothersfair.com.

FINAL NOTES
Submission of an application implies full acceptance of the terms and conditions set out in
this call.

Place, date:

Signature for acknowledgement:
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